THE EVENT THAT CHANGED THE WORLD
BIG QUESTION: Did Jesus really rise—and if He did, what does that demand of me?
CENTRAL TRUTH: What He did proved who He was; Who He was proved what He did.
Intro:  Everything Rides on This (1 Cor 15.14, 17)
“And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.”
“And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.”
Let me start with a strange question: What would it take to prove Christianity false?
Suppose archaeologists made the discovery of the century. They uncover a tomb in Jerusalem. They have overwhelming historical and scientific evidence identifying the remains inside. And after all the investigation is finished, there is no reasonable doubt:
They have found the body of Jesus Christ.
What happens to Christianity? Do we just adjust a few doctrines? Rewrite a couple of theology books? Take the resurrection out of the statement of faith? No. Christianity is over.
And that's not what an atheist says. That's what the Apostle Paul says. If Jesus didn't rise:
· Our preaching is vain. 
· Our faith is vain. 
· The apostles were false witnesses. 
· We are still in our sins. 
· Christians are “of all men most miserable.” 
Paul puts Christianity on the line. If Jesus is still dead, Christianity is false. The Gospel doesn't end with a cross. It includes an empty tomb. So, this morning we're going to ask a historical question:
Did Jesus really rise from the dead?
And then we're going to ask an even more important personal question:
If He did, what does that demand of me?

Just the Facts (the bare minimum)
There are a lot of arguments surrounding the resurrection. We could spend hours discussing them. We're not going to. Instead, let's start with a handful of historical facts and ask a simple question:
What explanation best fits the evidence?
For this morning, let's reduce the case to three things.
1. Jesus Died
2. The tomb was empty; and people said they saw Him alive
3. Something radically changed the people who encountered Him
That's it. Let's examine them.
FACT #1: JESUS DIED
This one doesn't require much time. Jesus was crucified by the Romans. John 19:33: “But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs.” The Romans knew how to execute someone. These were professional executioners. Jesus had been:
· Scourged 
· Beaten 
· Crucified 
· Pierced through His side 
Some have proposed that Jesus merely fainted and later revived in the cool tomb. Think about what that requires. A severely injured Jesus somehow gets out of His burial wrappings, moves the stone, gets past the guards, finds the disciples and presents Himself to them. What would the disciples have thought when they saw Him? Not: “He conquered death!” More like: “Someone call a doctor!”
A half-dead Jesus doesn't explain the birth of Christianity. And Jesus' execution under Pontius Pilate isn't something we know only because Christians wrote it down. Ancient non-Christian sources also acknowledge His execution. 
So, start here: JESUS DIED.

FACT #2: The Tomb was empty & people said they saw Him alive
Something happened to the body. Here's what's interesting: The earliest enemies of Christianity didn't simply say: “Jesus is still in the tomb.” Instead, alternate explanations began appearing for why His body wasn't there.
Think about where the disciples began preaching the resurrection. Jerusalem. The very city where Jesus had just been publicly executed. Peter stands up and essentially says: “The Man you crucified is alive.” There is a very easy way to stop Christianity.
Produce the body. Go to the tomb. Bring out Jesus. End of sermon. End of Christianity. But nobody did. The tomb was empty.  But an empty tomb alone doesn't prove Jesus rose. Maybe something else happened to the body. So now add the second part.

1 Corinthians 15:3–8
Paul begins naming people who claimed to have seen Jesus alive.
· Peter and James
· The apostles.
· Paul, and then…
1 Corinthians 15:6
“After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once…” More than 500 people. Think about that. Not one person. Not one place. Not one moment. The resurrection appearances happened:
· To different people.
· In different places. 
· At different times.
· Individually and in groups.
Jesus walked with people. He talked with people. He ate with people. They touched Him. And when Paul writes 1 Corinthians, he points out that many of those 500 witnesses are still alive.  In other words: “Don't just take my word for it. Go ask them.”
This isn't a legend that developed hundreds of years later. People were preaching the resurrection while eyewitnesses were still alive. So now we have:
1. JESUS DIED.
2. THE TOMB WAS EMPTY.
3. PEOPLE BELIEVED THEY SAW HIM ALIVE.
And now we come to the part I find especially fascinating.
FACT #3: Something radically changed people
Forget the theories for a moment. Look at the people.
PETER — THE COWARD BECOMES A PREACHER
Before the resurrection, Peter isn't exactly having his finest moment. Jesus gets arrested. Peter follows. Someone recognizes him. “You're one of His disciples.” Peter denies it. Then again. Then a third time. Peter is afraid even to admit that he knows Jesus.
After the crucifixion, the disciples are hiding behind closed doors. They're defeated. They're frightened. Their Messiah is dead. And then turn a few pages to Acts. There's Peter…Publicly preaching about Jesus in Jerusalem. He's preaching to the very people he had previously been afraid of. What happened? Something changed Peter.

JAMES: A SKEPTIC BECOMES A BELIEVER
James may be even more interesting. James was Jesus' brother. Before the resurrection, Jesus' brothers did not believe in Him. And frankly, you can understand the difficulty. What would it take to convince you that your brother is God? But something happened to James.
1 Corinthians 15:7 - “After that, he was seen of James…”
James eventually becomes one of the leaders of the church in Jerusalem. The skeptic became a believer. What happened?

PAUL — A Persecutor Becomes the Preacher
And then there's Paul. Paul wasn't looking for Jesus. He wasn't spiritually curious. He wasn't sitting around thinking: “I really hope Christianity turns out to be true.” Paul hated Christianity.
He believed it was false. He believed it was dangerous. He persecuted Christians. Then Paul says he encountered the risen Christ. And suddenly: The persecutor becomes the preacher. The man trying to destroy Christianity spends the rest of his life spreading it. He suffers imprisonment. Beatings. Stoning. Shipwreck. Persecution. Eventually, martyrdom. Why? Because Paul became absolutely convinced: JESUS IS ALIVE. Peter. James. Paul. Three very different men.
· A coward.
· A skeptic.
· An enemy.
All become convinced of the same thing. We have encountered the risen Christ. Their transformations don't by themselves prove the resurrection, but they are evidence that requires an explanation. 

WHAT BEST EXPLAINS THE EVIDENCE?
Now let's put everything on the table.
· Jesus died.
· His tomb was empty.
· Individuals and groups believed they saw Him alive.
· His followers were radically transformed.
· Skeptics became believers.
· An enemy became an apostle.
What happened?
MAYBE JESUS DIDN'T REALLY DIE.
That doesn't adequately explain the evidence.

MAYBE PEOPLE HALLUCINATED.
One person can hallucinate. But now we need to explain different people, different places, different times and groups—including more than 500 at once. And hallucination doesn't explain: the empty tomb.

MAYBE THEY WENT TO THE WRONG TOMB.
Then somebody simply needed to say: “Wrong tomb. He's over here.” And produce the body.

MAYBE THE DISCIPLES STOLE THE BODY.
Then the disciples knew Christianity was false. They knew Jesus hadn't risen. They knew they had fabricated the story. Yet these defeated men suddenly begin publicly preaching the resurrection and accepting enormous personal suffering for that message.
Now, be careful: People can die for something false.
Dying for something doesn't make it true. But people generally die for something false because they believe it is true. If the disciples invented the resurrection, they would have been suffering for something they knew was false. Their willingness to suffer doesn't prove the resurrection. But it does demonstrate how deeply persuaded they were that they had actually encountered Jesus alive.  So, ask the question:
What explanation best fits the evidence? 
The explanation the disciples gave from the beginning: JESUS CHRIST ROSE FROM THE DEAD.

AND NOW THE QUESTION CHANGES
For the first part of this message, we've been asking: DID JESUS REALLY RISE?
But suppose the answer is: Yes. Then we have a problem. Because now the resurrection isn't merely an interesting historical fact. We can't say: “Huh. That's interesting.” and move on with our lives. If Jesus really conquered death—
A RISEN CHRIST DEMANDS A RESPONSE.

THOMAS
This is where I want us to meet one final person. (John 20:24–29)
Thomas wasn't present when Jesus first appeared to the disciples. The others tell him: “We have seen the Lord.” Thomas essentially responds: “I need evidence.”
He wants to see the wounds. He wants to know this is actually Jesus. And I find Jesus' response fascinating. Jesus doesn't say: “Thomas, how dare you ask questions?” Instead, Jesus meets Thomas with the evidence.
John 20:27 - “Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands…” Look. Examine. Consider the evidence. And then Thomas reaches his conclusion.
John 20:28 -  “My Lord and my God.” Notice something important. Thomas doesn't merely say: “Okay. The resurrection happened.” The evidence leads somewhere. It leads to a response. MY Lord. MY God.
What does the Resurrection demand of me? 
Some of you have grown up in Christian homes. You've heard the Easter story your entire life. You attend a Christian school. You know the answers. If I ask: “What happened three days after Jesus died?” you know exactly what to say. “He rose again.” But there is a huge difference between knowing the correct answer on a Bible test and reaching Thomas's conclusion:

“MY LORD AND MY GOD.”
At some point, this has to become personal. Not: “My parents believe…” Not: “My pastor believes…” Not: “My school teaches…” But: What do I believe about Jesus Christ?

WHAT HE DID PROVED WHO HE WAS
Jesus made extraordinary claims about Himself. He claimed authority to forgive sins. He claimed to be the way to the Father. He claimed equality with God. He predicted His death. He predicted His resurrection. Anybody can make claims. But then Jesus walked out of the tomb. The resurrection is the validation of His identity.
If Jesus conquered death, we cannot reduce Him to:
· A good teacher 
· A religious leader 
· A historical figure 
· Someone my parents believe in 
· Someone we talk about in chapel 
He is Lord. And if He is Lord, He has a claim on my life.
But turn the statement around.
WHO HE WAS PROVED WHAT HE DID.
If Jesus were simply another man executed on a Roman cross, His death could not save humanity. But if the One hanging on that cross was the Son of God—then Calvary means something entirely different.
John 1:29: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”
The resurrection validates the cross. Jesus really can forgive sin. Jesus really can give eternal life. Jesus really is the way to the Father.
Because: What He did proved who He was. And: Who He was proved what He did.
SO, WHAT DOES HE DEMAND?
If Jesus is Lord, I don't get to put Him into one compartment of my life labeled: “RELIGION.”
Jesus doesn't merely get:
· Sunday morning.
· Bible class.
· Chapel.
· Youth group.
If He is Lord, then He has authority over:
· My relationships.
· My choices.
· My sexuality.
· My ambitions.
· My future.
· My identity.
· My plans.
· Everything.
Sometimes we want Jesus as Savior without really wanting Jesus as Lord. We want Him to give us heaven someday without having much to say about our lives today. But Thomas looked at the risen Christ and said: “MY LORD AND MY GOD.” A risen Christ deserves more than my acknowledgment. He deserves my allegiance.

CONCLUSION: What Will YOU Do With Jesus?
Nearly two thousand years ago, something happened outside Jerusalem. A Man was publicly executed. He was buried. Three days later: The tomb was empty.
People claimed to see Him alive. Cowards became preachers. Skeptics became believers. Enemies became apostles. And Christianity exploded out of Jerusalem with one central proclamation:
HE IS RISEN.
Christianity doesn't ask you to believe a fairy tale. It makes a claim about an event in history. Examine it. Ask questions. Consider the evidence. Truth has nothing to fear from examination.
But eventually the evidence demands a verdict. Paul says that if Jesus didn't rise: Christianity is false. Walk away. But if Jesus did rise— then you can't simply shrug your shoulders and walk away. Because the resurrection means:
1. Jesus is who He said He was.
2. His death accomplished what He said it accomplished.
3. His words carry authority.
4. His Gospel offers salvation.
5. And His Lordship demands a response.
I'm not going to finish this morning by asking: 
· “What do your parents believe about Jesus?”
· “What does your church believe?”
· “What does your school teach?”
I'm asking: WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH JESUS? Thomas looked at the evidence. Then he looked at Jesus. And he answered: “My Lord and my God.”
What is your answer?

