Preparing Our Kids For A World We Didn’t Grow Up In
Biblical Anchor — Romans 12:1–2
· Paul presents two competing forces:
· Conformed to this world
· Transformed by the renewing of the mind
· The Christian life is not merely about avoiding conformity.
· God’s desire is transformation—a renewed mind capable of discerning His will.
Key Thought:
Our goal for our children cannot simply be that they survive the world without being conformed by it. We want them to be transformed into people who know, love, and follow God.

INTRO — The World Has Changed
We are raising children in a world very different from the one that raised us. Examples:
· Technology / smartphones
· Social media
· Instant access to information
· Pornography / sexuality
· Identity questions
· AI
· Changing attitudes toward authority
· Constant exposure to competing worldviews
Some temptations are ancient. What has changed is the speed, access, intensity, and delivery system.
Ever-changing world. Never-changing God.
The changing world can create anxiety in parents.It can even cause us to redefine successful parenting around survival:
· They didn’t walk away from Christianity and deconstruct
· They didn’t embrace the culture’s sexual ethic and remained pure until marriage
· They married a Christian and still attend church
Those are good to desire. But is the absence of catastrophe really the biblical picture of successful parenting? Rom 12 does not end: “Be not conformed…” It continues: “…but be ye transformed…”
SURVIVE vs. THRIVE
We don’t merely want children who successfully avoided the world. We want young adults who are thriving spiritually—who know God, think biblically, exercise wisdom, serve others, live faithfully, and can discern the will of God.
Joshua 1:8 — Biblical Success
The KJV uses the word success only once: “…then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” The context connects success with:
· Knowing God’s Word
· Meditating upon God’s Word
· Doing what God has said
Working Definition: Biblical success is knowing and doing the will of God. So, what does successful parenting look like in the 21st century?

WHAT IS THE DESTINATION?
Before we determine the roadmap, we need to know where we are trying to go. “Picture your son or daughter at 25…” They are no longer under your roof. You don’t control:
· Their phone or their friendships
· Their entertainment or their schedule
· Their church attendance or their relationships
· The ideas they encounter
You aren’t standing beside them every time they make a decision.
What do we hope to see?
Not merely: “They survived.” But a young adult who:
· Walks with God without Mom and Dad making them do it
· Knows how to evaluate ideas biblically
· Understands the wisdom behind biblical boundaries
· Recognizes truth and error
· Makes decisions with a desire to honor God
· Chooses meaningful involvement in a local church
· Can face suffering without immediately abandoning God
· Can interact graciously with people who believe differently
· Knows how to repent when they fail
· Uses their life to serve God and others
· Is increasingly capable of knowing and doing the will of God
Key Thought:
Our goal is not merely to raise children who avoid everything we fear. We want to prepare them to become everything God has called them to be.
The destination isn’t just survival. The destination is a life that faithfully knows and does the will of God.
Transition: If that is the destination, what is the roadmap?
WHAT IS THE ROADMAP?
Deuteronomy 6:4–9

God gives parents a pattern of intentional formation.
A. MODEL IT
Before God says: “thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children…” He says: “these words…shall be in thine heart.” Our children need more than parents who enforce Christianity. They need parents who live Christianity. Questions for parents:
· Do my children see Scripture shaping my decisions?
· Do they see consistency between what I say and how I live?
· Do I model the same standards I require of them?
· Is my relationship with God real enough to be observed?
Principle: Model what you want them to become.
We cannot outsource spiritual formation to:
· Christian school or Sunday school
· Youth pastor or Church programs
They can help us, but they cannot replace us.

B. TALK ABOUT IT
Deuteronomy 6 describes truth being discussed during ordinary life:
· Sitting in the house
· Walking by the way
· Lying down
· Rising up
Formation happens through ordinary conversations. Modern equivalents:
· Dinner table or car rides
· News stories or school situations
· Friendships or sports
· Social media or cultural controversies
· Disappointments or mistakes
Instead of merely asking: “Was that movie appropriate?” Ask:
· What did that story say happiness looks like?
· What did it teach about relationships?
· What assumptions were being made about right and wrong?
· What does Scripture say?
· Why do you think people believe that?
· What would wisdom look like here?
Principle: Use life as the classroom.
We are not merely giving our children answers. We are teaching them how to think.
C. PREPARE THEM
Protection is necessary. But protection alone cannot be the roadmap. Eventually:
· The filter comes off.
· Mom and Dad aren’t present.
· They choose their own friends.
· They decide what to watch.
· They determine where to go.
· They encounter questions we never anticipated.
So, parenting must increasingly move from: Protection → Preparation And from: Control → Discernment
A 5-year-old needs significant protection. A 15-year-old still needs protection, but increasingly needs:
· Explanation
· Conversation
· Guided decision-making
· Discernment
· Responsibility
A 25-year-old must be capable of exercising biblical wisdom without us standing beside them.
Key Thought: If our goal is merely to keep a teenager out of trouble, control may work for a while. If our goal is to prepare a 25-year-old to know and do the will of God, control is not enough. We need formation.
ROADMAP: MODEL — TALK — PREPARE
· Model the truth before them.
· Talk about truth through ordinary life.
· Prepare them to exercise wisdom when you are no longer beside them.
Transition:
But this creates another question: What if I do all of this faithfully…and my child still makes choices I never wanted them to make? That brings us to the final question.

WHO IS THE ULTIMATE GUIDE?
A roadmap is not a guarantee. Children are not products. Parenting is not a formula. God has given us responsibility, but He has not given us sovereignty over another person’s heart.
A. GOD CALLS US TO FAITHFUL PARENTING, NOT FEARFUL PARENTING
Fearful parenting says: “If I don’t control every variable, everything may fall apart.”
Faithful parenting asks: “What has God given me to do?”
Fear tries to control outcomes. Faith embraces stewardship.
Fear looks at the changing world and panics. Faith looks to the never-changing God.
Ever-changing world. Never-changing God.
B. GOD HAS GIVEN US PRINCIPLES, NOT FORMULAS
Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”
This is a biblical proverb—a general principle, not an unconditional promise. We should not use this verse to condemn parents whose adult children have wandered. But neither should we weaken its truth. Faithful formation matters.
Ephesians 6:4: “bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
God ordinarily uses:
· Teaching and modeling
· Correction and conversations
· Prayer and Scripture
· Church and discipline
· Ordinary family life
The fact that we cannot guarantee the destination does not make the roadmap irrelevant.

C. GOD NEVER ABANDONS US ON THE JOURNEY
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
God knows the world our children will live in better than we do. He knows:
· The questions they will face
· The temptations they will encounter
· The disappointments they will experience
· The roads they will travel
We do not have to anticipate everything. We follow the Guide. We trust the Guide. We obey the Guide. And ultimately, we entrust our children to the Guide.
Important Distinction: Parents have stewardship. God has sovereignty.
We can:
· Teach and model truth
· Correct error
· Establish boundaries
· Cultivate wisdom
· Pray faithfully
We cannot:
· Transform another human heart
· That belongs to God.

CONCLUSION
Some parents are just beginning the journey. Some are raising teenagers and discovering roads they never anticipated. Some have adult children who are not where they hoped they would be. Our responsibility remains the same: Be faithful.
The world may change faster than we can keep up with it. We may not know what the world will look like when our children are 25. We cannot anticipate every question they will be asked. We cannot control every road they will travel. But we know the Guide. And He has not changed.
Ever-changing world. Never-changing God.
God has called us to faithful parenting—not fearful parenting.
