If God is Good, Why’s the World So Broken?
CENTRAL QUESTION: If God is good and all-powerful, why does He allow suffering, evil, disease, and death? Does the brokenness of our world disprove a good God—or does Christianity offer both a reasonable answer and genuine hope?
INTRO: The Problem of Evil
One of the strongest objections raised against Christianity is the problem of evil. The argument is relatively simple:
1. A completely good God would want to stop evil.
2. An all-powerful God would be able to stop evil.
3. Evil exists.
4. Therefore, God must not be completely good, completely powerful—or perhaps He does not exist.
This is not a new objection. Epicurus framed essentially the same dilemma centuries before Christ. But before we try to answer it, we need to recognize something important:
This question isn’t always just intellectual…
When someone asks: “If God is good, why did He allow this?” we don't necessarily know what is behind the question. Maybe:
· Their mother died of cancer or they lost a child.
· They were abused or abandoned
· Someone they trusted betrayed them.
· They have watched someone they love suffer terribly.
KEY THOUGHT: They may be asking an intellectual question from a place of emotional pain.
Apologetics can help remove rational obstacles. But we must never give a theological lecture to someone who first needs us to weep with them.
Romans 12:15: “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.”
The problem of evil is both: A question that deserves an answer and A pain that deserves compassion. So how should Christians think about it?

THIS IS NOT THE WORLD GOD CREATED
Genesis 1:31: “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.”
Start here. God did not create:
· Cancer | Murder | Death
· Abuse | Hatred | Suffering
When God finished His creation, He called it: “very good.” So, if someone asks: “If God is good, why is His creation so bad?” there’s an assumption that needs to be examined. We aren’t presently experiencing creation in its original condition.
THE WRECKED CAR
Imagine coming upon a terrible automobile accident. The car is destroyed. Windows shattered. Metal twisted. Airbags deployed. Fluids leaking.
Nobody takes a photograph of the wreck, mails it to General Motors, and says: “Why did you build this car this way?” Why? Because they didn't.
The manufacturer built the car with everything functioning properly. Somebody wrecked it. The condition of the wrecked automobile does not accurately represent the condition in which it was created. Neither does the present condition of our world.
KEY LINE: God made a good world. Sin wrecked it.
Genesis 3 — THE FALL
God gave mankind genuine moral choice. Adam and Eve rebelled. And sin brought consequences.
Romans 5:12 “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin…”
Notice the progression: SIN → DEATH. Death was not God's original design for mankind. Death entered the world through sin.
Romans 8:20–22
The effects of the Fall extend beyond individual human choices. Creation itself is affected. “the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.” This helps us understand why the problem of suffering includes more than murder, war and abuse. What about:
· Cancer?
· Hurricanes?
· Earthquakes?
· Genetic disease?
· Natural disasters?
We live in a creation that is itself groaning beneath the consequences of the Fall.
IMPORTANT DISTINCTION: Not every instance of suffering is punishment for a particular personal sin. But all suffering ultimately exists because we live in a world corrupted by sin. The Bible does not look at suffering and say: “This is normal.” It says: Something has gone terribly wrong.
GOD CREATED PEOPLE CAPABLE OF GENUINE CHOICE
This raises another question: “But if God knew Adam and Eve could sin, why give them the ability to choose at all?” That's a legitimate question. God could have created creatures incapable of choosing anything except obedience. But consider what that world would be like.
THE PHONE AND MY DAUGHTERS
Imagine I program my phone so that every time I receive a text message it says:
“Mike, you're awesome! I love you!” Would that mean anything to me? No. Why? Because I programmed it. My phone isn't choosing to love me.
Now compare that to one of my daughters coming to me voluntarily, giving me a hug and saying: “Dad, I love you.” That means something entirely different.
Why? Because she could choose not to.
Love that is programmed is not meaningful love. God created human beings as persons rather than machines. We can:
· Love and worship
· Relate and obey
But the capacity genuinely to choose also includes the possibility of choosing wrongly. And mankind did.
KEY DISTINCTION: God did not create humanity's rebellion. He created people capable of choosing—and humanity chose rebellion.

THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL DOES NOT MAKE MORE SENSE WITHOUT GOD
At this point, we can turn the objection around. The skeptic says: “Look at all the evil in the world. How can you believe in God?” But there's another question worth asking: What makes something evil?
Think of something almost everyone recognizes as genuinely evil: Abusing a child. Human trafficking. Genocide. Murdering innocent people. Are those things merely: “Things I personally don't like”? Surely, we mean something stronger. We mean: That should not happen.
But the word should introduces a moral standard. If there is such a thing as objective evil, there must also be such a thing as objective good. And if there is an objective moral standard above humanity, we must account for where that standard comes from.
KEY THOUGHT: The existence of evil is not simply a problem Christianity must explain. A worldview without God must explain it too.
Christianity can explain why we look at certain things and say: “That is really wrong.”Because good and evil are not ultimately defined by:
· Personal preference or Majority vote
· Government or Culture
· Historical period
They are grounded in the character of a holy and good God. So, the existence of evil does not eliminate the need for God. In some ways, our recognition of evil points toward Him.

GOD DID NOT REMAIN DISTANT FROM OUR SUFFERING
This is where the Christian answer becomes much more than a philosophical argument. Christianity does not merely offer an explanation for suffering. God entered it.
John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…”
Jesus entered this broken world. He experienced:
· Hunger and weariness
· Grief and Rejection
· Betrayal and Injustice
· Physical suffering and Death
When we ask: “Where is God in a suffering world?” Christianity points us to a cross.

THE CROSS — THE WORST EVIL BECOMES THE GREATEST GOOD
Acts 2:23
Peter describes the crucifixion: “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.”
Notice both realities.
“WICKED HANDS”
What happened to Jesus was genuinely evil. Judas betrayed Him. False witnesses lied. Authorities acted unjustly. Soldiers tortured Him. Men crucified an innocent man. The Bible does not call evil good. It calls their hands: “wicked.”
But in the same verse:
“THE DETERMINATE COUNSEL AND FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD”
God was not defeated at Calvary. He was accomplishing redemption. Think about this:
THE GREATEST EVIL HUMANITY EVER COMMITTED BECAME THE MEANS THROUGH WHICH GOD ACCOMPLISHED THE GREATEST GOOD HUMANITY HAS EVER RECEIVED.
The cross does not answer every individual “Why?” Why this cancer? Why this accident? Why this child? Why now? Sometimes we simply do not know. And we should be humble enough to say: “I don't know.” But Calvary gives us reason to trust God when we don't know.
Because at the cross we discover: God can allow something genuinely evil without Himself becoming evil—and accomplish purposes through it that those committing the evil never intended.

THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER IS NOT THAT SUFFERING ISN'T REAL
Some explanations of evil try to redefine it. Maybe evil is merely the “absence of good.” But Christianity doesn't need to pretend evil isn't real. The Bible looks directly at:
· Sin, suffering, and disease
· Injustice and death
and calls them enemies. Christianity doesn't say: “The world really isn't that bad.” Christianity says: You're right. Something is terribly wrong with this world. But that's not where the story ends.
Brokenness Doesn’t Get The Final Word
The biblical storyline is not: CREATION → FALL → END. It is:
· CREATION: God made it good.
· FALL: Sin wrecked what God made.
· REDEMPTION: Christ entered our brokenness and defeated sin through the cross and resurrection.
· RESTORATION: God will ultimately make all things new.
Revelation 21:3–5
“God himself shall be with them, and be their God.” And then: “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes…” Notice what disappears: “there shall be no more death” “neither sorrow” “nor crying” “neither shall there be any more pain”
Why? “for the former things are passed away.” And then God says: “Behold, I make all things new.” Christianity does not promise that God's people will avoid suffering. It promises something much greater: Suffering will not win.
Cancer doesn't get the final word. Death doesn't get the final word. Evil doesn't get the final word. Sin doesn't get the final word. GOD DOES.
SO…IS GOD GOOD?
Look again at the original objection: If God is good, why is the world so broken? The Christian answer is not simplistic. 
1. God created a good world.						(Genesis 1)
2. Humanity rebelled, bringing sin and death into creation. 			(Genesis 3 / Romans 5)
3. Creation itself now groans beneath the consequences of the Fall. 		(Romans 8)
4. God entered our suffering rather than remaining distant from it. 		(John 1)
5. At Calvary, God took the worst evil and accomplished redemptive good. 	(Acts 2)
6. And one day God will remove evil, suffering and death completely. 		(Revelation 21)

THE QUESTION BEHIND THE QUESTION
Sometimes the person asking: “Why did God allow this?” isn't really asking us to solve the philosophical problem of evil. They're asking: “Can I trust God when my world hurts?”
And perhaps that's ultimately where this session needs to land. I cannot explain every act of suffering. I cannot tell you why God allowed every tragedy. I cannot promise that following Jesus will keep suffering away from your family. But I can point you to a God who:
· Created us in goodness.
· Entered our suffering.
· Bore our sin.
· Defeated death.
· Promises restoration.
And therefore, when I cannot understand what God is doing—I can still trust who God is.

CLOSING REFRAIN
A broken world does not mean we have a broken God.
The world is not what God originally created it to be. And the world is not what God will ultimately allow it to remain. Between Eden and eternity stands a cross. At that cross God demonstrated both:
THE SERIOUSNESS OF EVIL and THE GOODNESS OF GOD.
So, when someone asks: “If God is good, why is the world so broken?” we don't have to run from the question. We can acknowledge the pain. We can explain the Fall. We can reason about evil. We can point to the cross. And ultimately we can point forward to the day when the God who made the world good will: “make all things new.”

